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Why do we care about birds and what are we trying to do?



“Birds should be saved for utilitarian reasons,
and, moreover, they should be saved because of
reasons unconnected with dollars and cents...
The extermination of the Passenger Pigeon
meant that mankind was just so much poorer...
And to lose the chance to see frigate-birds
soaring in circles above the storm, or a file of

pelicans winging their way homeward across
the crimson afterglow of the sunset, or a myriad
of terns flashing in the bright light of midday as
they hover in a shifting maze above the beach—

—Theodore Roosevelt, 1916

This quote from Theodore Roosevelt really gets to the issues of hedineand
intrinsic value of birds.




Authorities

MBTA — 1007 covered species

— Not upland gamebirds or non-native spp

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act — 1988
amendment = ‘Nongame Act’

NAWCA - wetland conservation distributed
through habitat JVs

BGEPA
NEPA

Because of the loss of passenger pigeons and other losses of birds,adeapass
number of treaties, acts, and regulations. In 1918 we enacted theokjidgsat]
Treaty Act (MBTA), which today covers 1007 species. Upland gamehidia@n-
native species are not covered. The Fish and Wildlife Conservatiajv&stthe
USFWS additional responsibility for tracking non-game birds. The Martérican
Wetland Conservation Act provides funding for wetland conservation. The
National Environmental Policy Act requires that we assess fealgtran on the
human environment.



The Nongame Act requires the listed actions and report on statyigeeyears.

As a result, the Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list is coethlelt uses the
PIF Species Assessment database and similar information fenbivds and
shorebirds and is submitted to congress as a report. A primary purpoSeeistify i
priority species for conservation with a primary goal of preventirdsbniom

reaching the point where they must be listed as threatened or endangerdatieinder
Endangered Species Act . The BCC list is organized by Bird Consar\Reigion
(BCR).



The best way to achieve healthy populations of birds, nongame or otherwise, is
through partnerships. These are 3 of 5 bird conservation plans which aretdgplica
to the eastside, developed by OR/WA PIF. These plans identify conservat
actions and recommendations for land managers.



In accord with the Executive Order 13186, federal agencies have additional
responsibilities for migratory birds.



some confusion over the
applicability of MBTA to federal agencies. However, in 2000 the court riretie
Humane Society vs. Glickman case, that agencies are liable MBdéy.



The main components of the Executive Order are:

1) adirective to agencies to work with the Service to craft individuaUs1O
MOUSs are in place with the US Forest Service, Bureau of Landddarent,
and National Park Service.

2) a call for the creation of an interagency council to oversee thenmepkation
of the Executive Order

While the vehicle for other Federal Agencies is to implemenEéehrough
MOU'’s with FWS, the Service itself is of course expected to mreexceed
the direction and intent of the Executive Order in the course of our own
activities.



Read text on slide. The part highlighted in yellow is particularlyicgiple.



Read text on slide. The part highlighted in yellow is particularlyicgiple.
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There has been a recently new effort in bird conservation in the developiment
State of the Birds Reports. These reports are documents put togesher by
collaborative partnership to provide information on the exactly that, dke @it our
birds under the European model to drive conservation. These reports have a
significant impact, for example the 2010 State of the Birds resultiechding for
Hawaiian bird conservation. The 2011 report focused on the importance of federa
lands. The next State of the Birds (2013) will focus on Private Lands.
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The 2011 State of The Birds report focused on public lands and waters.
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Public lands are in red by habitat type. A lot of western forests gmabiic lands,
over 50% of arid lands are public lands.
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BLM has a majority of responsibility for bird conservation in aridlands.
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Over 20% of aridland bird distribution is on BLM lands.
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Over 35% of western forest bird distribution is on BLM lands.
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Their approach is to overlay bird distributions and habitats with land ownéoshi
identify which landowners should be managing for which species and babitat

=]
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To recap, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act led to the Executive Qndbich resulted
in MOUSs, the three of which are the basis of legal responsibilitie $farhe Birds
provides information about responsibility. In combination, suggesting tit la

management can be informed by bird conservation through the land management
planning process.
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